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Some homeowners hire a decorator w make s splash.
Crthiers for sophistication. Some just wani thelr curtains (o match
thelr corpets, For Laura Kofodd, the only obdective was "oy

“I want my eves bo bght up every day. 1 want tosmile and say
That's swesome!" ™ proclaims Laura of herchallenges 1o Interior -
signer Melanie Elston. The task at hand was comthining two aja-
cont apartments into a family home for Laura, hushand David
Ricel, and thedr children, Simomn, 13, aad CJ, & °1 wanted vibrancy,
[ vanted cheerfulness. wanbed colior,” says Laura,

BeEige? Nol an aption.

“Mctially, Laira said flat-out, Mo belge allowed!™™ laughs Ekton,
recalling the back and forth leading up to this glorions explesion of
self-confident color, Take the traditional maboganwy dining chairs

in their ornnge leopord print, the canary yellow eurtadns In the oth-
erwige hlsck-and-white affice, Hving room walle painted an exu-
berant pescock blue, or the fimily room swathed in & modeap
| shade Elston calls “pumpkin™ Then fctor in that this apartment
located in & primily proper 1927 ballding on Chicago's fashlonahle
Lake Shore Dirive, “11's ol rafedqss (0 Sme ways, Dt 11 alsowarm

| nnd enveloping.” says Elston, = Laura and David are very sensore
| And they reslly don't care what apvone elee thinks!™
| A family brush with serious illress might explain the devil-may-

after thair marriage but has been cancer-free these lost sev e Yiears
(Tamily shout-out to the Northwestern University Braln Tamor In-
stitute), 1% all intertwined = David's recovery, our decoraling the

| care design philesophy, David weathered two brain tumors sopn
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way we live our life—overything” saye Laorn. 1 only heve ane
praner, and that for health, So many people don't get it I vou like
a keapard print mog. don't be afraid to put one in yoor office! Rosck
on. Express yourse [

Even the custom handbag company Laura co-0wns expresses
that joyful philosophy: Its called Loudi Vidni Cindividual® spelled
backwards), “When someone stresses over o decislon aboul o
juarse, I say;, 16 o purse! 16s not the most Important thing in vour
life' ™ she excloims. *Don't siress, Enjoy! The same thing for o
Iy it shoald b fun”

Elstan, who collnborated on the project with Morgante-Wilson
Architects, quickly fell under the Kofold- Ricet's cheery spell “1 feli
) fortunnie to have the opportunity to think cutside the o™ she
s “For instance, we didn't do abig sofa in the living room. 1F was
all about keeping the room light. The chalrs are a ndee way to have &
central group without heing hoovy and cumbersome.” Lanra’s take
o the nrmangement is a little more (0 the point: *Things wore start-
ing b0 get foo quist. We needed bo ghake it up® The Hiving room now
mannges to provide a conl oc ypaniment bo the spley hrew thnt's
served up in the family room,

Raferencing the srchitecture of an elogant English lbrary, the
family room's geomictric paneling conceals 2TV ahave the fireplace,

Dining rocm Tradiions Fasf M) i fressd y G
; s e 1 Emtry hall & 11aiely
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but it's a tradithonal recipe with a few jolapefios fossed in “This
roam gets so much sunlight bouncing in off Lake Michigan that it
can take a really intense color on the walle” explaiing Elstaon aboul
this high-iloss orange envelope she chose for the space, “A Rt fin-
ish would have been too dull for Latira amnd Disd d.° Apparently, dull
is every bt as verboten as beige

Miost days, CL Simon, and friends e up the plece sven further,
tearing aroaind the apartments circular layoud before callapsing =

140 ."I HAT 3011 _ll'l TrachEmyruaS s oo




Diesign Discourse

Elaniis EEIDn
fpcoralEng wilh

in momentary exhaustion Into the pair of oversized wing chairs
fanking the family room freplace. “We did damask on the sutside
af those chairs and wide-wale corduray on the inskde for durnbili-
tv," notes Elston. The room's purple shag rug would be an equally
sumpiuous lninding spot. “You could lose small children in there®
says Lawra delightedby. “When Elston shooed this rog to us, David
and | Eaaghed out lowd, sowe sald, "Its perfect!” You ean spill on it
anal na o wanbd ever knowe. Plus, (1% 80 l:ulnl'j' underfoot.”

| Mot to be outdone in the wow depariment, the game rosm s ne-
tually puinted in metallic gold. Though the room's sparkle is every
hit & match for youthful exuberance, that ksn't the reason for the
glitter, “This gold &s the closest T could come to beige without being
beige!” lnughs Elston, “18's aciually a breathing space between the
super-vibrant family room, the wobra rug in the affbce, and the hil-
liards room with its intricate damask walls™

Ie o p'lu,“l with this much passion and stimulation, you mlg]'l.l

nﬂmb'ly expest the muaster bedroom Lo be an oasls of fen Think
again. “We don't do calm,” dmits Lanra, Instead, a vibrant chinol-
serle wallpaper echoes the Chinese ancestral paintings in the
]hring roua, vivid daily reminders of CJs Chinese hr.-ritage and the
Jov her adoption brought to the family. *To think of her just makes
us smile,” explains Logrn,
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Objective met, This color-drenched home exudes a contagious Haster bath Stark's “Gridlock
happiness, just like the family who lives here, m ”,1,_,:_1“.4, ardac it
Architecl: Morpente-Wison Archapcll Imiedse SedlgRer Hoane Bhaon fainrac acks (irty slements to the
Fod md INTOrmation, See soUTcrs on pigs L6 idFervice shepk and Chasn-lned 100
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